Your gift?  Discover and Celebrate

Leader:     “So God created humankind in his own image.

                   In the image of God he created them.

         Male and female he created them.”
(Genesis 1. 27)
We are created by God and we share the universal call to be co-creators of his kingdom here on earth.  Being uniquely gifted, we each have a unique role to play in building up the kingdom of heaven.

Hymn:
Lord today your voice is calling 
(tune Austria)



Lord, today your voice is calling,



lifting thoughts to things above;



life is wonderful, enthralling,



touched by your unfailing love.



Suddenly I see the beauty



often hidden from my gaze,



so I come, not out of duty,



but with glad and grateful praise.



Lord, I sometimes fail to value



all your blessings as I should.



Slow to make the time to thank you,



blind to so much that is good.



Days are lived in such a hurry



there’s no time to stop and stare,



joy is crushed by weight of worry,



happiness obscured by care.



Lord, today I come rejoicing,



vowed to waste your gifts no more;



bringing praise and gladly voicing



what I should have voiced before.



Pouring out my adoration,



scarcely knowing where to start,



with a song of exultation,



Lord, I thank you from my heart.

Leader:
As we reflect on the gifts we each bring to the Mothers’ Union and how we use them; how we learn to value each other’s gifts and how we each play a part in creating the whole, we are able to thank God for our gifts and celebrate with confidence his gracious provision.

All:
Generous God 


Giver of life and every gift


By which our lives are blessed.


We thank you.  Amen

Bible reading:
1 Samuel 16. 14 - 23 








(David uses his gift of music)

Leader:
We are joined in prayer today with members in each of our link Dioceses, in Kenya, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Nigeria.  Many of them live in very difficult situations where there is often drought, famine, disease and war.  Yet they too rejoice in sharing their gifts as they work together to proclaim the Gospel of Christ in their own communities.


Zaria Diocese is in Nigeria, sub-Saharan Africa’s leading oil producer, yet one child in every ten dies before the age of five and more than half of the people live in poverty.  Zaria lies in the northern region where many areas are governed under Sharia (Islamic) law.  There have been numerous attacks on Christians in recent months.


Hannah Bello, the Bishop’s wife and Mothers’ Union President, wrote to tell us that some churches and a number of homes have been set on fire in their Diocese.  They were very shocked when a bomb went off at a church on Christmas Day, killing seven people in another Diocese in the north.  Worrying times for them, yet the work of the Mothers’ Union together with the Women’s Guild continues in their rural parishes. They are supporting widows and orphans by donating food and other items and helping communities to generate income from poultry farming, palm oil and cassava processing.  Hannah says, “There is so much suffering in a land of plenty because of corrupt leaders”.

All:
Heavenly Father, we remember and pray for our members in Zaria.


We pray for the joint work of the Mothers’ Union and Women’s Guild. Guide and strengthen them for the work they do and enable them to use their gifts to help others in their rural communities.  Amen.



Hymn:
Brother, sister let me serve you.

Bible Readings:
Romans 12. 3 - 13





















Leader:
We remember the members in our link Diocese of Nord Kivu in the Democratic Republic of Congo which remains an unsafe place to be, especially in the rural areas which are still being subjected to numerous militia groups who come looking for food but who also burn down houses and rape the women.  Bishop Ise-Somo Muhindo writes that the recent elections, which are always a constant source of trouble and fighting, are now over.  The old president has been re-elected and things have begun to settle down again.  The Mothers’ Union work is going well but they are financially very limited and their projects are suffering as a result. They are very grateful that their Mothers’ Union coordinator is still being paid by Mary Sumner House and they thank God for her.


At the beginning of December a former bishop, Bishop Munzenda died and Bishop Ise-Somo asks us to remember his wife Janet Munzenda, a former Diocesan President and their family in our prayers.

All:
Heavenly Father, as we remember the members in Nord Kivu who are working with very limited resources, grant them confidence in what they do, not only to exercise their own gifts but also to appreciate those of others, that they may grow together building one another up in love, to the glory of your name.  Amen.

Hymn:
Breathe on me breath of God

Leader:
Our three link Dioceses in Kenya, Maseno West, Maseno South and Southern Nyanza are also struggling financially.  The cost of food has doubled in price. Josephine Owiti, the Mothers’ Union Coordinator for Maseno South writes, “We had serious crop failure last year and fuel cost adjustments so the price of everything rose by more than 100%.  This has caused havoc in families”.  They have not received any grants from Mary Sumner House, which has made their operations very difficult and many projects have not taken place at all.  However, they have still commissioned fifty new members.  HIV/AIDS is still claiming lives, and leaving many orphans behind.  They are trying to set up a rescue centre for women and girls who have been abused by their relatives but with inflated prices, meagre resources and no grant this cannot even begin.  Josephine sends us greetings and says, “We are struggling but we are not giving up”.


The poorest of the three Dioceses is Southern Nyanza where 75% of the people live below the poverty line.  Last year Mrs. Truphena Ngolo who had been their coordinator in the Diocese for the past ten years, died and they are still trying to cope with her loss because many members were really attached to her.  She has been replaced by Jescah Odhams who has been working along side Truphena since 2008 and we look forward to hearing from Jescah in the future.

All:
Heavenly Father, we pray for all the members in our Kenyan Dioceses and their Mothers’ Union leaders.  Particularly we pray for Mrs. Jescah Odhams as she settles into her new role as coordinator.  We pray that you will bless the work they do which is so vital to the well being of so many families in these difficult financial times.  Amen.

Leader:
We remember our friends in the Salisbury Diocese and we give thanks for the work over the past three years in our own Diocese.  We pray for Barbara, our President, and members of the Board of Trustees, who have guided and inspired us in all that we have undertaken with our projects old and new.  As some reach the end of their term of office we pray that others will recognise their own gifts and come forward to use them.

All:
Lord teach us, not only to exercise our own gifts wisely, but at the same time to appreciate those of others.  May we grow together, building one another up in love to the glory of your name.  Amen.  














The Mothers’ Union Prayer.


Loving Lord


We thank you for your love so freely given to us all.


We pray for families around the world.


Bless the work of the Mothers’ Union


as we seek to share your love 


through the encouragement, strengthening


and support of marriage and family life.


Empowered by your Spirit,


may we be united in prayer and worship,


and reach out as your hands across the world.


In Jesus’ name.  Amen

Hymn
Take my life and let it be 

Leader:
Lord of life, teach us to recognise those things we can do well

All:
and those things others can do better.

Leader:
Teach us that we belong together

All:
that all have something to give and something to receive.

Leader:
Teach us to see the worth of every human being

All:
and to understand you have a special place for each of us in the body of Christ.  For in his name we pray.  Amen

Leader:
Go out into the wider world with the blessing of the Lord, so that, as you share your time and gifts with those nearby and those further away you may be a generous blessing.  Amen.

